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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the applicati m. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of evaluating the p ipply 
base of a supply chain comprising the steps of: 

determining receiving, at a processor of a computer system, information About 
said supply chai n of a user r the user being supplied by at least one individual sunnlie *: 

inputting receiving input dat a, at the processor from an input interface c f the 
computer system, the input data concerning at least one of multiple suppliers ic said 
supply chain; 

inputtin g receiving, at the processor from the input interface from the wer, a 
hierarchical identification of a selected hierarchical level within an individual supplier, 
the individual supplier being one of said at least one of multiple suppliers, 

displayi ng, on a display device, for at least one selected hitsrarchical evel, 
performance indicators for said supply chain, said performance indicator relating 10 the 
performance of said at least one supplier with regard to other entities in said supply 
chain; and 

producin g bv the processor an evaluation score for said at le.ist one supplier 
based on said inputted data. 

2. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as re died in 
claim 1, wherein said performance indicators displayed in said displaying step comprise at least 
one of: 

returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved margin, 
lateness of order, and service level. 

3. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 2, wherein said evaluation score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, 
and communication. 

4. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 3, wherein said evaluation score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 
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5. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 1, wherein said evaluation score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, 
and communication. 

6. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 5, wherein said evaluation score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

7. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 1, comprising the further step of comparing said evaluation scores for multiple supplit rs. 

8. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 7, wherein said comparison is in tabular form, 

9. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 7, wherein said comparison is in graphical form. 

10. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 1, comprising the further step of comparing said performance indicators for multiple 
suppliers. 

1 1. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 7, wherein said performance indicators are displayed in tabular form. 

12. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 7, wherein said performance indicators are displayed in graphical form. 

13. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 1, wherein said evaluation score is a numeric representation of performance. 

14. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 13, wherein said numeric representation is on a scale of 1 to 10. 

15. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 1, wherein said evaluation score is represented in a scale of colors indicating the overall 
rating of said supplier. 
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16. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 1, comprising the further step of providing for input of anecdotal information. 

17. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 1 , comprising the further step of linking said evaluation score to a product iype. 

18. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 1 , comprising the further step of ranking multiple ones of said suppliers by said evaluation 
scores. 

19. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 1 , comprising the further step of restricting said inputting step to authorized personnel 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain performing steps comprising: 

d e t e rminin g receiving infoimation about said supply chai n of ;i user, the user 
being supplied by at least one individual supplier : 

accessing data concerning at least one of multiple suppliers in said supply chi in; 

inputting receiving, from the user, a hierarchical identification of a selected 
hierarchical level within an individual supplier, the individual supplier being one oJ said 
at least one of multiple suppliers; 

displaying, for at least one selected hierarchical level, performance indicate)] s for 
said supply chain, said performance indicators relating to the performance of said at least 
one supplier with regard to other entitie$ in said supply chain; and 

calculating an evaluation score for said at least one supplier based on said 
accessed data. 

21. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrucuons 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, wherein s;iid performance 
indicators displayed in said displaying step comprise at least one of: 

returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved margin, 
lateness of order, and service level. 
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22. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrui tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 21, wherein said evahation 
score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and communication. 

23. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 22, whereir said evali ation 
score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

24. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executible instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, wherein said evaluation 
score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and communication. 

25. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 24, wherein said evaluation 
score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

26. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, comprsing the ft rther 
step of comparing said evaluation scores for multiple suppliers. 

27. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execut tble instruc dons 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 26, wherein ;aid comparison 
is in tabular form. 

28. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruc dons 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 26, wherein said comparison 
is in graphical form. 

29. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, comprising the further 
step of comparing said performance indicators for multiple suppliers. 

30. (Original) A computer-readable medium having cornputer-executfible instructions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 26, wherein s;iid performance 
indicators are displayed in tabular form. 
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3 1 . (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut dons 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 26, wherein said performance 
indicators are displayed in graphical form, 

32. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, wherein said evaluation 
score is a numeric representation of performance. 

33. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, wherein said mu aerie 
representation is on a scale of 1 to 10. 

* 

34. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instnK tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, wherein said evah.ation 
score is represented in a scale of colors indicating the overall rating of said supplier. 

35. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instnu tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, comprising the further 
step of providing for input of anecdotal information 

36. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, comprising the fiirther 
step of linking said evaluation score to a product type. 

37. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, comprising the further 
step of ranking multiple ones of said suppliers by said evaluation scores. 

38. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, comprising the farther 
step of restricting said inputting step to authorized personnel. 

39. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having com outer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain, comprising: 
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a module/component d e t e rminin g receiving information about s*dd supply >;hain 
of a user, the user being supplied by at least one individual supplier ; 

a module/component accessing data concerning at least one of multiple suppliers 
in said supply chain; 

a module/component inputting receiving, from the user, a hierarchical 
identification of a selected hierarchical level within an individual supplier, the individual 
supplier being one of said at least one of multiple suppliers; 

a module/component displaying, for at least one selected hierarchical level, 
performance indicators for said supply chain, said performance indicators relating t ) the 
performance of said at least one supplier with regard to other entities in said supply 
chain; and 

a module/component calculating an evaluation score for said at least one supplier 
based on said access data. 

40. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execu table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 39, 
wherein said performance indicators comprise at least one of: 

returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved margin, 
lateness of order, and service level. 

41. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execu able 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in clain. 40, 
wherein said evaluation score is based upon , deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and 
communication. 

42. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execuiable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recit«?d in clain: 41, 
wherein said evaluation score is based on pre-season and in-season performance, 

43. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execuiable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recitt^d in claim 39, 
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wherein said evaluation score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and 
communication. 

44. (Original) A computer-readable medium having comouter-exect table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recred in claim 43, 
wherein said evaluation score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

45. (Original) A computer-readable medium having comouter-execv table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recked in claiia 39, 
comprising the further module/component comparing said evaluation scores for multiple 
suppliers. 

46. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claii i 45, 
wherein said comparison is in tabular form, 

47. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-excci table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as retired in claii 1 45, 
wherein said comparison is in graphical form. 

48. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi. table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in clain 39, 
comprising the further module/component comparing said performance indicators for multiple 
suppliers. 

49. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in clain 45, 
wherein said performance indicators are displayed in tabular form. 

50. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi. table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in clain 45, 
wherein said performance indicators are displayed in graphical form. 

51. (Original) A computer-readable medium having com] mter-execu table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in claim 39, 
wherein said evaluation score is a numeric representation of performance. 
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52. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 39, 
wherein said numeric representation is on a scale of 1 to 10. 

53. (Original) A computer-readable medium having com outer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recked in claim 39, 
wherein said evaluation score is represented in a scale of colors indicating the overall rating of 
said supplier. 

54. (Original) A computer-readable medium having conrcuter-execi stable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recked in claii l 39, 
comprising the further module/component providing for input of anecdotal information. 

55. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recked in claii i 39, 
comprising the further module component linking said evaluation score to a product type. 

56. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claii i 39, 
comprising the further module/component ranking multiple ones of said suppliers by said 
evaluation scores. 

57. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execUable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in clairi 39, 
comprising the further module/component restricting said inputting step to authoiized personnel. 

58. (Currently Amended) A system for evaluating the supply base o.: a supply ohain 
comprising: 

a database of information concerning at least one of multiple suppliers in said 
supply chai nof j a user, the user being supplied bv at least one individual supplier 

an input interface that inputo receives^ from the user s a hierarchical identification 
of a selected hierarchical level within an individual supplier, the individu;tl supplier being 
one of said at least one of multiple suppliers; 
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an interface displaying, for at least one selected hierarchical level, performance 
indicators for said supply chain, said performance indicators relating to the perforn iance 
of said at least one supplier with regard to other entities in said supply chain; and 

a processor determining said supply chain and producing an evaluation sco e for 
at least one supplier based on inputted data. 

59. (Original) A system for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 58, wherein said performance indicators displayed in said displaying step comprise al least 
one of: 

returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved m;trgin, 
lateness of order, and service level, 

60. (Original) A system for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 59, wherein said evaluation score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, 
and communication. 

61. (Original) A system for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 60, wherein said evaluation score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

62. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 58, wherein said evaluation score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, 
and communication. 

63. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 62, wherein said evaluation score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

64. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 58, wherein said processor compares said evaluation scores for multiple suppliers, 

65. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 64, wherein said comparison is in tabular form. 

66. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 64, wherein said comparison is in graphical form. 
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67. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 58, wherein said processor compares said performance indicators for multiple suppliers. 

68. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 67, wherein said performance indicators are displayed in tabular form. 

69. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 64, wherein said performance indicators are displayed in graphical form. 

70. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 64, wherein said evaluation score is a numeric representation of performance. 

71. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 58, wherein said numeric representation is on a scale of 1 to 10. 

72. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 58, wherein said evaluation score is represented in a scale of colors indicating the o/erall 
rating of said supplier. 

73. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 58, wherein anecdotal information can be stored in a memory location for selected 
suppliers. 

74. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 58, wherein said processor links said evaluation score to a product type. 

75. (Original) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 58, wherein said processor ranks multiple ones of said suppliers by said evaluation scores. 

76. (Previously Presented) A system of evaluating the supply base of a supply ^hain 
as recited in claim 58, wherein information may be inputted into said datable by authc rized 
personnel. 

77. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 1, comprising the further step of providing a bulletin board so that users may commiudcate 
to assess and evaluating the supply base. 
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78. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 77, wherein said bulletin board screen facilitates informal communication, qiickly 
spreading news on suppliers. 

79. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recii ed in 
claim 77, comprising the further step of defining a removal time for a message at which t me a 
message will be automatically removed. 

80. (Original) A method of evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 77, wherein QA users can view, edit, delete, or publish messages posted by general us-srs. 

81 . (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 20, comprising the fi other 
step of providing a bulletin board so that users may communicate to assess and evaluating the 
supply base. 

82. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 81, wherein said bulletin 
board screen facilitates informal communication, quickly spreading news on suppliers. 

83. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 81, comprising the further 
step of defining a removal time for a message at which time a message will be automat. cally 
removed. 

84. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instnu tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 81, wherein QA users can 
view, edit, delete, or publish messages posted by general users. 

85. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recked in claii i 39, 
comprising the further step of providing a bulletin board so that users may communic; te to 
assess and evaluating the supply base. 

86. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in clait i 85, 
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wherein said bulletin board screen facilitates informal communication, quickly spreading news 
on suppliers. 

87, (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execv table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as teciied in clah i 85, 
comprising the further step of defining a removal time for a message at which time a message 
will be automatically removed. 

88, (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi. table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claii.i 85, 
wherein QA users can view, edit, delete, or publish messages posted by general users. 

89> (Original) A system for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as reciied in 
claim 58, a bulletin board so that users may communicate to assess and evakuiting the supply 
base. 

90. (Original) A system for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in 
claim 89, wherein said bulletin board screen facilitates informal communication, quickly 
spreading news on suppliers. 

91 . (Original) A system for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recit jd in 
claim 89, wherein said message to be posted on said bulletin board include a removal tirie at 
which time said message will be automatically removed. 

92. (Original) A system for evaluating the supply base of a supply ch un as recital in 
claim 89, wherein QA users can view, edit, delete, or publish messages posted by general ust rs. 

93 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method comprisin g: 

receivin g, at a processor of a computer system from an input interface, data 
concerning at least one of a plurality of suppliers; 

d e t e rminin ^ xeceiving. at the processor, information about a supply chain of a 
user, the user being supplied bv at least one individual supplier: 

receivin g, at the processor from the input interface from the user, a recuest 
relating to at least one supplier of said supply chain, the request including a hierarcJucal 

-13- 
PAGE 15/39 * RCVD AT 8/2512005 5:57:00 PM pstem Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-6I25 * DNIS:2738300 8 CSID:13124635001 1 DURATION (mm-ss):12-02 



08/25/2005 17:01 FAX 13124635001 BANNER & WITCOFF 0016/039 

Response dated 08/25/2005 Applicaiion No. 09/8<4,383 

Response to Office Action dated 05/26/2005 

identification of a selected hierarchical level within an individual supplier, the indh idual 
supplier being one of said at least one supplier; and 

generating, by the processor for at least one selected hierarchical level, at least 
one performance indicator for said supply chain, said at least one perfoimance ind cator 
relating to the at least one supplier with respect to at least one other supplier. 

94. (Original) The method as recited in claim 93, further comprising producing an 
evaluation score for the at least one supplier. 

95. (Original) A method as recited in claim 93, wherein said at least one performance 
indicator comprises at least one of: 

returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved m irgm, 
lateness of order, and service level. 

96. (Original) A method as recited in claim 93, comprising the further stop of 
producing an evaluation score for said at least one supplier based on said inputted data. 

97. (Original) A method as recited in claim 96, wherein said evaluation score is )>ased 
upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and communication. 

98. (Original) A method as recited in claim 96, wherein said evaluation score is l>ased 
on preseason and in-season performance. 

99. (Cancel) 

100. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 97, wherein said evaluation 
score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

101. (Original) A method as recited in claim 96, comprising the further strp of 
comparing said evaluation scores for multiple suppliers. 

102. (Original) A method as recited in claim 101, wherein said comparison is in tabular 

form. 

103. (Original) A method as recited in claim 101, wherein said comparison is in 
graphical form. 
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104. (Original) A method as recited in claim 93, comprising the further stop of 
comparing said performance indicators for multiple suppliers. 

105. (Original) A method as recited in claim 101, wherein said performance indie ators 
are in tabular form. 

106. (Original) A method as recited in claim 101, wherein said performance indie ators 
are in graphical form. 

107. (Original) A method as recited in claim 96, wherein said evaluation score is a 
numeric representation of performance. 

108. (Original) A method as recited in claim 107, wherein said numeric represemation 
is on a scale of 1 to 1 0. 

109. (Original) A method as recited in claim 96, wherein said evaluation score is 
represented in a scale of colors indicating the overall rating of said supplier. 

110. (Original) A method as recited in claim 93, comprising the further strp of 
providing for input of anecdotal information. 

111. (Original) A method as recited in claim 93, comprising the further step of linking 
said evaluation score to a product type. 

112. (Original) A method as recited in claim 93, comprising the further step of raj iking 
multiple ones of said suppliers by said evaluation scores. 

113. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
instructions for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain performing steps comprising: 

receiving data concerning at least one of a plurality of suppliers; 

d e termini ng receiving information about a supply chain of a user, the user 1>eing 
supplied by at least one individual supplier: 

receivin g, from the user, a request relating to at least one supplier of said supply 
chain, the request including a hierarchical identification of a selected hierarchical level 
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within an individual supplier, the individual supplier being one of said at leas' one 
supplier; and 

generating, for at least one selected hierarchical level, at least one performance 
indicator for said supply chain, said at least one performance indicator relating to ihe at 
least one supplier with respect to at least one other supplier. 

1 14. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 113, performing a furthe * step 
comprising producing an evaluation score for the at least one supplier. 

1 15. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply ba$e of a supply chain as recited in claim 113, wherein said at lea! t one 
performance indicator comprises at least one of; 

returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved murgin, 
lateness of order, and service level. 

1 1 6. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instnu tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 113, comprising the further 
step of producing an evaluation score for said at least one supplier based on said inputted da a. 

117. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instnu tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 116, wherein said evaluation 
score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and communication. 

118. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 116, wherein said evaluation 
score is based on pre season and in-season performance. 

119. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executible instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 116, wherein said evaluation 
score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and communication. 

120. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executible instructions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 119, whereir said evaluation 
score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 
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121. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 1 16, composing the fi other 
step of comparing said evaluation scores for multiple suppliers. 

122. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 121, wherein said compt rison 
is in tabular form. 

123. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instnu tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 12 1 , wherein said comp* rison 
is in graphical form. 

124. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instnu tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 113, comprising the further 
step of comparing said performance indicators for multiple suppliers. 

125. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 12'., wherein said 
performance indicators are in tabular form. 

126. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 121 , wherein said 
performance indicators are in graphical form. 

127. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instnu tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 116, whereir said evaluation 
score is a numeric representation of performance. 

128. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 127, wherein said numeric 
representation is on a scale of 1 to 10. 

129. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 116, wherein said evalu ition 
score is represented in a scale of colors indicating the overall rating of said supplier. 
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130. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrui tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 113, comprising the further 
step of providing for input of anecdotal information. 

131. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrui tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 113, comprising the fiirther 
step of linking said evaluation score to a product type. 

132. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 113, comprising the fiirther 
step of ranking multiple ones of said suppliers by said evaluation scores. 

133. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having comouter-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain, comprising: 

a module/component receiving data concerning at least one of a pluralicy of 
suppliers; 

a module/component determinin g receiving information about s;iid supply ;hain 
of a user, the user being supplied by at least one individual supplier: 

a module/component receivi ng, from the user, a request relating to at lease one 
supplier of said supply chain, the request including a hierarchical identification of a 
selected hierarchical level within an individual supplier, the individual supplier bein j one 
of said at least one supplier; and 

a module/component generating, for at least one selected hierarchical level, at 
least one performance indicator for said supply chain, said at least one performance 
indicator relating to the at least one supplier with respect to at least one other supplier. 

134. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi. table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain, as recited in claim 133, 
further comprising a module/component producing an evaluation score for the at leasi one 
supplier. 
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135. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 133, 
wherein said at least one performance indicator comprises at least one of: 

returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved m;trgin, 
lateness of order, and service level. 

136. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi itable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recitod in claim 133, 
further comprising a module/component producing an evaluation score for said at leas; one 
supplier based on said inputted data. 

137. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 136, 
wherein said evaluation score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and 
communication. 

138. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 136, 
wherein said evaluation score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

139. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execitable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 136, 
wherein said evaluation score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture and 
communication. 

140. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi. table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recite d in claim 139, 
wherein said evaluation score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

141. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 136, 
further comprising a module/component comparing said evaluation scores for multiple suppliers. 
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142. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 141, 
wherein said comparison is in tabular form. 

143. (Original) A computer-readable medium having comsuter-execi itable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recitixi in claim 141, 
wherein said comparison is in graphical form. 

144. (Original) A computer-readable medium having comouter-execi itable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recittxl in claim 133, 
further comprising a module/component comparing said performance indicators for multiple 
suppliers. 

145. (Original) A computer-readable medium having comouter-execi itable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 141, 
wherein said performance indicators are in tabular form. 

146. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 141 , 
wherein said performance indicators are in graphical form, 

147. (Original) A computer-readable medium having comjmter-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 136, 
wherein said evaluation score is a numeric representation of performance. 

1 48. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 147, 
wherein said numeric representation is on a scale of 1 to 10. 

149. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execL table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 136, 
wherein said evaluation score is represented in a scale of colors indicating the overall rating of 
said supplier. 
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150. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 133, 
further comprising a module/component providing for input of anecdotal information. 

15L (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 133, 
further comprising a module/component linking said evaluation score to a product type. 

152. (Original) A computer-readable medium having com] >uter-execu table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 133, 
further comprising a module/component ranking multiple ones of said suppliers by said 
evaluation scores. 

1 53 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

logging into a system that contains data concerning suppliers of a supply chain sf 
a_user« the user being supplied bv at least one individual supplier : 

inputting receiving, from the user n a hierarchical identification of a selected 
hierarchical level within an individual supplier, the individual supplier being one of the 
suppliers; 

sending a request for performance information concerning the suppliers; 
determini ng receiving information about said supply chain; 
receiving the performance information; and 

evaluating, for at least one selected hierarchical level, the suppliers for said supply 
chain based on the performance information. 

154. (Original) A method of claim 1 53, wherein the performance information incl ides 
at least one of actuals evaluations, supplier information, teams view evaluations and bulletin 
board data. 

155. (Original) A method as recited in claim 153, further comprising producing an 
evaluation score for the at least one supplier. 
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156. (Original) A method as recited in claim 154, wherein said performance 
information comprises at least one of: 

returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved m;irgin, 
lateness of order, and service level. 

157. (Original) A method a$ recited in claim 154, comprising the further stup of 
producing an evaluation score for said at least one supplier based on said inputted data. 

158. (Original) A method as recited in claim 157, wherein said evaluation $c<ore is 
based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and communication. 

159. (Original) A method as recited in claim 157, wherein said evaluation sccre is 
based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

160. (Original) A method as recited in claim 157, wherein said evaluation sec re is 
based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and communication. 

161. (Original) A method as recited in claim 160, wherein said evaluation sec re is 
based on pre-season and in-sea$on performance. 

162. (Original) A method as recited in claim 157, comprising the further $fop of 
comparing said evaluation scores for multiple suppliers. 

1 63. (Original) A method as recited in claim 162, wherein said comparison is in ta mlar 

form. 

164. (Original) A method as recited in claim 162, wherein said comparison s in 
graphical form. 

165. (Original) A method as recited in claim 154, comprising the further step of 
comparing said performance information for multiple suppliers. 

166. (Original) A method as recited in claim 162, wherein said performance 
information is in tabular form. 

167. (Original) A method as recited in claim 162, wherein said perform nice 
information is in graphical form. 
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T 

168. (Original) A method as recited in claim 157, wherein said evaluation scoro is a 
numeric representation of performance. 

169. (Original) A method as recited in claim 168, wherein said numer c representation 
is on a scale of 1 to 10. 

170. (Original) A method as recited in claim 157, wherein said evaluation score is 
represented in a scale of colors indicating the overall rating of said supplier. 

171. (Original) A method as recited in claim 154, comprising the further stop of 
providing for input of anecdotal information, 

172. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 54, comprising the further step of lb iking 
said evaluation score to a product type. 

173. (Original) A method as recited in claim 154, comprising the further st:p of 
ranking multiple ones of said suppliers by said evaluation scores. 

174. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
instructions for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain performing steps comprising; 

logging into a system that contains data concerning suppliers of a supply chiiin of 
a user, the user being supplied bv at least individual supplier ; 

inputting receiving, from the user, a hierarchical identification of a selected 
hierarchical level within an individual supplier, the individual supplier being one c f the 
suppliers; 

sending a request for performance information concerning the suppliers; 
d e t e rminin g receiving information about said supply chain; 

4 

receiving the performance information; and 

evaluating, for at least one selected hierarchical level, the supplier; for said supply 
chain based on the performance information. 
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175. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instrut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 1 74, performing a fuithe * step 
comprising producing an evaluation score for the at least one supplier. 

176. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executible instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 174, wherein said 
performance information comprises at least one of 

returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved margin, 
lateness of order, and service level. 

177. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executible instruc dons 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 174, comprising the fl rther 
step of producing an evaluation score for said at least one supplier based on said inputted daia, 

1 78. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execut ible instruc dons 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 177, wherein said evaluation 
score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and communication. 

179. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execufcible instruc dons 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 177, wherein said evaluation 
score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

1 80. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 177, wherein said evalu-don 
score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture, and communication. 

181. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execute ble instruc ions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 180, wherein said evaluation 

* 

score is based on pre-season and in-season performance. 

182. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruciions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 177, comprising the fu ther 
step of comparing said evaluation scores for multiple suppliers. 
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1 83. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable in strut tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 1 82, wherein said comp* rison 
is in tabular form. 

184. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executible instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 182, wherein said comparison 
is in graphical form. 

185. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executible instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 174, comprising the firther 
step of comparing said performance information for multiple suppliers. 

186. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruc tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 182, wherein said 
performance information is in tabular form. 

1 87. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executible instruc dons 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 182, wherein said 
performance information is in graphical form, 

1 88. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruc dons 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 177, wherein said evalu ition 
score is a numeric representation of performance. 

189. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruc lions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 188, wherein said numeric 
representation is on a scale of 1 to 10. 

190. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 177, wherein said evaluation 
score is represented in a scale of colors indicating the overall rating of said supplier. 

191 . (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instruct ions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 174, comprising the firther 
step of providing for input of anecdotal information. 
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192. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instnu tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 174, comprising the farther 
step of linking said evaluation score to a product type. 

193. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execut able instnu tions 
for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 174, comprising the further 
step of ranking multiple ones of said suppliers by said evaluation scores. 

194. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi. table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain, comprising: 

a module/component logging into a system that contains data conceding 
suppliers of said supply chain of a user, the user being supplied bv at leas t one indiv idual 
supplier: 

a module/component inputting receivin gs from the user, a hierarchical 
identification of a selected hierarchical level within an individual supplier, the individual 
supplier being one of the suppliers; 

a module/component sending a request for performance information conce)ning 
the suppliers; 

a module/component d e t e rminin g receiving information about saic supply chidn; 

a module/component receiving the performance information; and 

a module/component evaluating, for at least one selected hierarchical levej, the 
suppliers for supply chain based on the performance information. 

195. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execu able 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain, as recited in claim 194, 
further comprising a module/component producing an evaluation score for the at least one 
supplier. 

196. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 195, 
wherein said performance information comprises at least one of: 
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returns, damaged returns group sales, net sales, buying margin, achieved m;irgin, 
lateness of order, and service level. 

197. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 196, 
further comprising a module/component producing an evaluation score for said at leas one 
supplier based on said inputted data. 

198. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 197, 
wherein said evaluation score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture and 
communication. 

199. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 197, 
wherein said evaluation score is based on pie-season and in-season performance. 

200. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 197, 
wherein said evaluation score is based upon deliveries, quality, documentation, culture and 
communication. 

201. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 200, 
wherein said evaluation score is based on pie-season and in-season performance. 

202. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 197, 
further comprising a module/component comparing said evaluation scores for multiple suppliers. 

203. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execu table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 202, 
wherein said comparison is in tabular form. 
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204. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 202, 
wherein said comparison is in graphical form. 

205. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 194, 
further comprising a module/component comparing said performance information for multiple 
suppliers. 

206. (Original) A computer-readable medium having comauter-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain a$ recited in claim 202, 
wherein said performance information is in tabular form. 

207. (Original) A computer-readable medium having comouter-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 202, 
wherein said performance information is in graphical form. 

208. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 197, 
wherein said evaluation score is a numeric representation of performance. 

209. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 208, 
wherein said numeric representation is on a scale of 1 to 10. 

210. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execv table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 1 97, 
wherein said evaluation score is represented in a scale of colors indicating the overall rati lg of 
said supplier. 

211. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi. table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 194, 
further comprising a module/component providing for input of anecdotal information. 
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212. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recittxl in claim 194, 
further comprising a module/component linking said evaluation score to a product type. 

213. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-execi table 
modules/components for evaluating the supply base of a supply chain as recited in claim 194, 
further comprising a module/component ranking multiple ones of said suppliers by said 
evaluation scores, 

214. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising 
determining a criterion to gauge said performance indicators. 

215. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of determining 
said supply chain comprises: 

selecting said supply chain from a plurality of supply chains. 

216. (Previously Presented) The method of claim l s wherein said step of displaying 
said performance indicators are presented by a level. 

217. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the selected hierarchical 
level is selected from the group consisting of a department level, a division level, and a company 
level. 

218. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the hierarchical 
identification comprises the first hierarchical level and the second hierarchical le\eL, further 
comprising: 

comparing the performance of said at least one supplier at a first hierarchical evel 
with another supplier at a second hierarchical level 

219. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
inputting a performance identification of a performance indicator; and 
trending the performance indicator over a period of time for said at least one of 

multiple suppliers. 
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220. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said selecied hierarcr ical 
level is selected from the group consisting of a departmental level and a divisional levrel. 
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